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On Oct. 15, the commemoration of the first anniversary of President Jean Bertrand Aristide's return
from three years in exile brought visits from US Vice President Al Gore and UN Secretary General
Boutros Boutros Ghali. The spirit of celebration was dampened the following day, however, by
the resignation of Prime Minister Smarck Michel. In events marking the anniversary of Aristide's
return, both Gore and Boutros Ghali praised the progress made in Haiti since a Sept. 21, 1994, USled invasion ended the military regime that overthrew Aristide in 1991 and forced him into exile.
Aristide returned to Haiti on Oct. 15, 1994 (see NotiSur, 09/23/94 and 10/14/95). Boutros Ghali
commended Haiti's accomplishments in the past year in moving the fledgling democracy
forward. "Haiti is an exemplary illustration of democracy, one of those essential objectives that
the international community ought to set for itself," said the secretary general. "Day after day,
the citizens of this country demonstrate the irreversible character of democracy, despite the real
problems."
At the presidential palace, Gore and Aristide held a joint news conference, where Gore also praised
Haiti's progress, while at the same time telling Haitians to press forward with democratic reforms,
including controversial privatizations of state-owned businesses, or risk losing international aid.
The vice president said $1.2 billion in international aid hinges on Haiti's commitment to overhaul
its economy. "Reconciliation, rebuilding, healing, and privatization can be painful," Gore said
during his visit to the hemisphere's poorest country. "But we have no doubt you will overcome all
obstacles."
A year after returning from exile, Aristide's popularity has not diminished, despite the continued
economic hardships endured by most Haitians. However, differences on how to address those
economic problems led to Michel's resignation last week. Strong administration opposition to
privatization was the immediate cause of the rift between Michel and Aristide. Michel, who has
served as prime minister since November 1994, announced his resignation Oct. 16. Sources close to
Michel said the former prime minister was angry at the administration's delay in approving a letter
of intent to the international lending institutions that included a commitment to privatize nine stateowned companies, including the telephone and electric companies. The privatizations are opposed
by most sectors of Haitian society, both left and right.
Some members of Aristide's cabinet said they feared the privatizations and other harsh economic
measures would increase the nation's already staggering unemployment. However, Michel's
proposed privatizations were among the conditions set by the International Monetary Fund (IMF)
and the World Bank to ensure the disbursement of more than US$100 million in loans, which
would cover one-third of the national budget. With Michel's resignation, the future of the loans
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is uncertain. However, Michel has apparently agreed to stay on until his replacement comes on
board. "Yesterday the Senate received the prime minister's letter of resignation," Senate president
Egard Leblanc Fils said on Oct. 17. "The prime minister advised us that he will remain in office
to assure a continuity of affairs until the transition to a new prime minister is made." On Oct. 18,
Aristide presided at the opening joint session of the newly elected Congress. One of the first tasks
of the Congress will be to name a new prime minister to replace Michel. The legislative body is
also expected to name a permanent electoral council as the first step toward holding presidential
elections, consider abolition of the armed forces, and debate proposed economic reforms.
Meanwhile, although the sluggish economic recovery has disappointed many of Haiti's destitute,
Aristide still has immense popular support. In fact, his supporters are stepping up their publicity
campaign calling for an extension of the president's term in office. Aristide is slated to step down
in February 1996, and presidential elections are expected by the end of this year. The president has
repeatedly said he has no intention of staying in office beyond February, despite the pressure from
many sectors to do so. Even some of Aristide's opponents have said that national stability would be
served by an extension of Aristide's tenure.
However, at a meeting of government leaders and the provisional electoral council in the
government palace on Oct. 4, Aristide said, "We are resolutely moving toward presidential
elections." Nevertheless, the logistics involved in carrying out national elections before the end of
the year appear daunting. Nothing has been done to register candidates, write election guidelines,
print ballots for the 3.7 million registered voters, or allow time for campaigning. "It is materially
impossible to organize presidential elections in less than three months," said Sen. Jean-Robert
Sabalat. Although a date for the presidential elections has not been set, two men have declared
their candidacy: Leon Jeune, 57, a former undersecretary of justice and ex-director of the national
aeronautics agency, and Ernst Verdieu, 65, former director of the Caritas charity. Neither has a wide
following or political party affiliation.
A third possibility is Rene Preval, an Aristide friend who heads the World Bank-sponsored Social
and Economic Assistance Fund. Preval, who was prime minister before the coup, would be most
likely to win Aristide's endorsement but has not indicated he will run. In addition to economic
issues and elections, human rights continues to be a concern in Haiti a year after Aristide's return.
While the situation today is a vast improvement over the massive repression that existed during the
Duvalier dictatorship and the military regimes that followed Aristide's overthrow, human rights
organizations are concerned that the government has not done enough to dismantle the repressive
forces or to bring to justice those responsible for the violations after the coup.
On Oct. 2, the fourth anniversary of the military coup that ousted Aristide, human rights
organizations in Haiti called for an end to the military's impunity. "National and international
authorities appear to organize and maintain a silence about the problem of disarming the members
of the former military regime," said the Haitian Human Rights Platform, a coalition of nine religious,
educational, and development groups. "The future of the effort to construct a truly democratic state
depends on the verifiable dismantling of the repressive military apparatus." Aristide promised to
overhaul the corrupt and inefficient judicial system and to allow the victims of the repression to
have recourse in the courts.
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In a speech marking the anniversary of the coup, Aristide said that 20% of the budget for the
judiciary for the coming year will be designated exclusively for legal redress for the victims of the
repression. "Today we pay our respects to those Haitians who died so that Haiti could change,"
said Aristide. "We will walk on the path of peace and nonviolence toward democracy. We will walk
with dignity and pride toward a beautiful Haiti." Nevertheless, concern is growing that when UN
troops withdraw, the precarious situation could worsen unless former military and paramilitary are
disarmed.
On Oct. 14, two US- based human rights organizations, Human Rights Watch/Americas and the
National Coalition of Haitian Refugees, urged the UN not to withdraw its troops when its present
mandate expires in February 1996. The groups called for a gradual withdrawal "to allow time for
the institutionalization of the achievements in human rights." On his visit to Haiti, Boutros Ghali
hinted that the presence of UN troops may be extended. "The Haitian people have learned the hard
way that democratization is a difficult task," he said after meeting with Aristide, adding that after
February, "we will maintain our presence on the ground." There is also growing criticism of Haiti's
human rights situation in the US Congress.
The killings of several prominent pro-military people in the past few months have brought charges
that Aristide's supporters are responsible. US Sen. Jesse Helms (R-NC), head of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee, has introduced legislation to cut off aid to Haiti unless progress is made in
finding those responsible for the killings. However, Helms's bill underlines the ambiguity in USHaiti policy.
While conservatives in the US Congress demand an improvement in human rights in Haiti, the US
Department of Defense has refused to release 60,000 pages of documents it seized after the invasion
pertaining to the activities of the Front pour l'Avancement et Progres d'Haiti (FRAPH), the rightwing paramilitary organization responsible for much of the terror and assassinations under the
military regime. According to lawyer Michael Ratner, a Justice Department letter said the Pentagon
considers the documents "classified." (Sources: Inter Press Service, 10/02/95, 10/14/95; Associated
Press, 10/13/95, 10/16/95; Reuter, 10/13-17/95; Agence France- Presse, 10/04/95, 10/14-16/95, 10/18/95)
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